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Sorry, We're Booked.

But Just Across the River . . .

By ALISON GREGOR

ISTTORS o the Mew York area may

mat reglily think of Long [sland Cily,

Dueens, wisen loaking Tor lnonry ae-
commelations.

Besides having moady limiled-service or
buadgel hotels, the area hos pockets ot re-
main gritty and indusicial And ooe of the
lasr ckmes any Lo 1=land City hotel was in
the nows was last sumimer, when the al-
ernatve ek Band Dinasour I reported
that its gear hiad been stolen romm @ Craile
maitgide a sotel where members hod siaiyved,

Bt the neighborhood — just a short sub-
wily ride from Manhottan is chaiging
and 50 k& the botel market there. A decades-
long vision af urban plansers o wen Long
Island Cily 1at6 o buginess conter |5 bocom-
ing n reality alter n mojor re-
raning abaoel 2 vears apn, In-
cluded in the mix af residemial

weren't putting up & huge brothal here™ hs
fald, “But we're ociunlly putting up some-
thing nice.™
Hearby, anather boutique heel 15 in the
works. Developars plan to break ground this
sprting ot the 2 Hotel, Desizned by the archi-
tect Andre Kikesil, who ereated Subn, o res-
taurant on the Lower East Side of Manhkat-
tan, the hotel will hove 11 siacies with 100
roamms. Like the Ravel Hatal, tha 2 will have
rooris facing Manhnttan, nloig with cols
orful light-emiting dicdes on & facade de-
slgaidl Loevolie the United Macors building
Henry Zilberman, the hotel's developer,
203 e Belbeves that there is a strong mar-
ket for trovolers sesking an alternative to
Manhoobon, whers rates aoe often steep e
cause af rising deselapiig costs,
“Tadiy & room in a hotal in
Muanhattan cosis eagily 31 mil
= Vi £F your weant (o budld, ™ he sald,
Mr. Lhlberman, who also owns

nnd commercial projects are
several new hotels, inchiding Long Island several limousine businesses
rwo upscale boutique properties  City proves an  1ong Island City, said he plans to
om the Enst Biver walerfront as provide myriml amenltes. His
well as more moderanely priced attractive limousine service, for instance,
hatels, 3 tan Wwill rransport hatel guests free
The Z3-room Q-Plezn Motel — option hor 16 places liko the theater district
lhoe gite of o 2002 protest agoinst  developers of or Bloomingdale's in Manhattan,
what demonstrators — callsd P every hour on the hour,
prostifution in the aren — is be-  hotels. Rooms will be around $200 a

ing converied and expanded inte
an opscale boutiguee hotel To be
called the Ravel Hotel, It is
scheduled po apei this speing with 78 rooms,

The architect Sceven Kratehman has de-
signed the expandesd idlding sa thar all 1he
rooms Wikl have views of Manhaitan, meny
thragh |.H|:|.' whiclpis . Bais Fooems  will
open ke French baboonies or perrnoes. The
three-leved mobiap will be used for o bar ond
loange nren, mlong with m spot for focal ar-
i5ts oy display their work, pocording 1o Ravi
Parel, who Bought the property in 2005

Mir. Patel said he chose Long Bslamd Cliy
Inrgely bocawse Manhatton was (oo eNpen-
slve. [he total cos of redevelopling (e far-
mer -Ploza will be obmit $4 milllon, he
siid, adding thnat he EXpRCLE 18 nliraer an
averiiow of visitors from Manhaitan, Rnbes
will start at nround £250 naight,

“4 ot of hotets nre going condo hy Manhai-
tan, =6 tho aupply of hovel rooims has bosn
saowly dHminkshing in the ciby. and thors
was, nivd 82l i=, ige demandd ™ hie ssicl

Mr. Fotel snys he wos firsr met with pe-
sistnnce from he lecal commuaniny. *i was
very hord 10 convipce people [hol  we

night, or roughily half the rage of
comparable hotels in Manhat-
=11
“There's nio reason that Hobos
ken wauld do better than Long [sland Cliy,”
he said, "1 pever god it We lavee much betber
trangparlatbon, much better proximity Lo
Midooewn.™

Same  hotel developers, however, ex-
pressaid concém thit there may be oo much
development planmed for a rather concen-
tratedd aresaf Queons,

“ihatre going 1o See a couple thousamd ho-
el rooms in Long Islaind City in the next
e Lo fouls years,” said Saen Chang, one of
Iargest hotel bullders 1o New Yaork City, who
inn 1059 sanstrucied a Holiday Inn Express i
Long [=land Chy, “Thot"s piest going to e o
many."

Mr. Chang says he now kas mare than 20
Iels under canstruction n New York Clry
ard no plang to develop additicaal hotel sies
in Long 1slard City, although he i findshing
o 1Groom Days [nn there that i set to apen
In April

His former business partner, John Lam,
anher active Mew York Clty botel develop.

er, 18 building a 150-room Foirfield Inn by
Marriodl nearby.

Still, botel consulinmls say thar the hoge|
market in Long Island City may prove to be
robaigt becanse of demand from business
travelers and pod anly Decanse of an over-
Mow of tourisis fram Manhattan

Subsrantial commercial  peojects  nre
Springing up throsghout Loog Island City,
with mare planned avar the naxt low yers

Completed sl year was Court Square
Ploce, o 10-#ory, 275,000-5qunre-foat bulld-
ing awned and operited by the United Ma.
thons Federal Credit Unton, Tishman Speyer
Properiies, which developed that building, is
olse constructing a 486000-square-fost of-
fice tower for Citigroup, near that compa-
ny's 4&-atory fower that was, for years, Long
[sland City's sole shysceaper, Tishman

Spever mlso has plans o redovelon the sub.
srandial Quesns Plaxa Garnge site, locaresd

in thve pelighborhood

And then there b Stvercup West, n
plonned 2.2 millio-square-fool  mixed-use
devolopment by Silveraip Studios alang the
Eaxst River. 1t will include 653,000 sguare
feet of office space, 2700 square lesl of
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studio space and 300000 square feet of recall
space, along with about 1000 apartments
asd parking for |AG0 velicles. The eamparny
plans o break ground in about a year, oc-
carding to Stuart Match Suna, the pregident
of Silvercun,

Nolan Heche, the director of the hosplial-
Ity transaciinns groap At Cushman & Wake-
field, a commercinl real cstate brokersge
flrm, sid, ¥ Tha gilvoer lining harae in L.ung Is-
Eend City ks now you con ake advantage of
the strong hoted market in Hew York City
and feed olf of thar, amd then five years from
mve you'll profably see an influx of come
merelal demand that will fill & boeel'"

Ankur Shah, the general manager af the
Comfort Inn in Long Fsland Cloy, which s
crmpaty bowghe in 2005, it eautiously optl-
misthc abaut the melghborhood’s o] mars
ked a5 well,

“I would ned say that every hotel in Long
[sland Ciry 13 golng (e make money in opera-
thons,'" e said. “There are people investing
wiho wre aniicipading a boem i ihe read @5
tate pricing mround this area. They're ex-
peciing it o be the next Hoboken o somea-
ihing." m|

Continuing developmeni in Long Ixland
City, Queens, is reflected in two planned
bontigue hovels — the Z Hotel (rendering
drvd Bwillivg siie af fefe) and tre Reved
Hwel, top, The Ravel is seheduled fo
apen this spring. Rooms of eacl hotel
are to face Manlattars,
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