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Architects put pieces together in Long Island City

By STEven KRarcrisian,
STEVEN KEaTCiainn ARcirmest, PC

It was = combinntion of Mew York
Ciry momng changes and persomal
buseness pcumen s molyvated hoel
entreprenaar, Rava Patel. to bay a
grnail, aplng, 23-room ol and an
adyoaning Iand parcel in 2003 i Long
leland Cuy, Chaeens. south af the 59th
Stret Bridge

Af architecis, our mandaie froan
this client wns 10 create an prﬂﬂﬂtﬂ
kotel design thit ook full creative
gesiEn advanige of this unusaal sice,
which has nearly a block of fromiage
opipagite the Enst River, facing Man-
hattan, in a recectly reroned, mixed-
usz, resadential and commercial
eeent neighborhood,

Lar archileetural design, now in
the final phaess of construction snd
echedubed e open in e spring. was a
54 million redevelopment plan for an
|.|'|'|E-I:‘-l]l: IKIIJ‘.lI]ﬂl:' hatel, o be called
the Favel Hodel, thai could abiraci
both buginess and Eeisare lravelers,
just ooz subway sop OF A tWo=minule
tani pide over the 59 Sareet Bradge
from Manhattan, and jus 15 w0 20
mumites driving tme from Lalivardia

Char archigecoural Sesgn CONDEPY
tor thas property ‘was Eo fully ase all
aspecte of the gile to ndvantage. We
beogm witly a gut-rebab of the existing
(our srorey Mimockine and inbagrated 1
imto pn expanded buplding that, in
total, mow iriples the footprint and
expands the hotel from 23 o 78
rooms on foor floors

We designed all guest rooms 16
fnoe Weest, wath full. sanny views of
thie East Faver and mad-town Manbar
il fEvline. The 55 roams i the
newly boilt section bave bay windows
wiilh Fremeh baleonies or rerraces.
The parking lof. the lobby, o new
elevaior core, the check-in nnd
carcerge aren are all an the “nther”™
sicle of the lossl, =0 tha tbey dom'l
mmierfere with Mnshatian room
VIEWE.

Inside, ench hallway (s o single-
lended cocridor detigned 6 that
while all guest toems have natacal
light from ibhe West, the new multi-
windowed cormidos allaws in brighe,
nansral light from the Basi

Each room |8 desigmsd wath
the hed fucing the open view toward
Manhaman Behind esch bed 18 the
bath amd shower area, which =
separated by & ranslicent glass
pame] wall that is slighthy texiured
far privacy, but which altows a
generpus amoust of natarnl fight
mio the area, in the style of many of
our Manhatine loft designs. which
represenl the current irend oward
ihe meeging of hotel nrd residential
imperior design and architecrral
feagwres

Doorway. bed and furmnitore
placement was accopding o prin-
ciples al Femg Shur. When entenmng
the room, there is & chear lines of
sight across the room and tkrough
Inrge wandows towards Manhaiman
Similarly. wher lying on the bed,
gueits will have s siraaghe-hme view
peross 10 ihe Enst River and the
Manhaman ekvlice

An umusual feamne of 1S peop-
erty gk is that it is visible o doivens
going Eagl acrods the 59rh Sweer
Bridge. We designed o chree-level
rooftop bar. lounge and garden deck
ared uo IAan i 18 pleasant and
mnvizing, and has a disuncr, legal
imoking seshon far tome guesis
Oy roaftop design demonsiries
comtexmal archileciare, bacause we
demgned a roofiop pergole of ma
cxposed [-beams of smactural steel
[ ecivh (he mted-use, partly mdus-
wial neaghbochood af the sie. The
ticel also mimors Lhe hefty strength of
the beams of the nearby 39th Soeer
Hced ge

In addiivom b beimg & S0l and
recreational crea with expansive views
far gaeits; the :mﬁcp 13 now' &
visable marketing bilkbosrd that calls
allembtion 10 aur client’s hotel properey
for el easthound drvvers 1o see dny
and night, There will also b= on area
for lecal amsn 1o display heir work

As on architect amd an wrban
designer, | was concernesd thai we
WEre SINTHRE oul with o parking lot
amd an exiging building 1bat was 2
banal. plain vanilla bax with punehed
oot openings for windows. Omar oew
additron kad 1o relste 1o ihe views and
ke exigiing box bester and hpd oo be
more visually exciting, s we used

Tl Rave! Horel Is mow i
the fleval plhases of consirnicion
anid sefreduled to opev i the
spriing. AN guest reonts are
designed w foce West, wink
Surtf snerry vilews af the mild-
roviwwe Miaahiarterr shylfne. ™

EUTETeaE bay windows and French
balconies o address this challenge.

It was equally impamem o dhow,
froam both the street level and the 5%
Street Bridge perspectives, thai this
wonld be a boilding for us= and
cojoyemcnl by rcal people. iIncloding
ronfiop access, Mamy of the nearby
propectiesin the weighborhood ane
mcdusrriz] hodldings or warehoues
with under-nged rooftops and
anciploned vicws., We folt that our
archit==tarnl loak amd design had o be
difTerent, vel a glassier expression of
iz weas not affordable. Ouwar com-
pleted architectore blends i with the
badge and the cxpting boildings. yel
unnids oat in terms of human =gnge
feamunes and dosign thinking. We boak
forward 1o the ultimate iest — n
comapicted hotel Milled with enthusing-
ti¢ guesis ]
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