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Glass facades reflect savings in energy;, style

Lighter, cheaper material takes center stage around Bryant Park and other office-heavy areas

By Joum Criock

Entering your workplaee and hoving the
world at vemirfieet, from the Boor to the eeil
g, i no longer unigue to the cormer of-
e

Radiating oat from the Brvane Park
nefghborhood, all-glass office building fa-
cades are reflecting a new Manhattan con-
strictbon trend. Two of the most striking ex-
armpl e away from the park are the new Niew
York Times Bulding and the new 7 Waorlsd
Trade Center, which both feature huge glass
facades

U pgrades in the quality of glass, abong
with increased demsands for energy efli-
cieney and panoramic views, are behind
thie trend in glass-fronted office buildings,
TxpeTis s, According (o Stoven Kraich-
man af Steven Kmtchman Architects P.C,
the trend townrd gloss can b explnined in
o mumeher of wavn, Glass can be ;lm-:_ll:u.'rd
and assembled on site faster than tradition:
al hrick and mortnr buildiogs,

Adhviusces in glass pm-cllu'li.-:l:n.i.l:l ithye Lt
tovn decades have allowed lnss o man Eloar
to ceiling and still preserve stroctuml and
pesthietic oomeerns, The rlil'n.;'_l.'n.l:uh'i.\:||1i]-
ity benefits of transparency are bolstered by
avariety of inting Alms, which allow more
enengy-elficient sunlight and heat distri-
bution. Also, plass is a lighter bublding ma-
terial, and that allows for moss Lialiled and
cosk savings.

“IF yuu are building with w glass feade
and not stene, i is lighter to the tune of 50
o 7O pereent,” Kratehman safd. *We went
from stone and brick o glass an light-
wedght metal panels on & buflding in the
Meatpacking Distriet, and we went from
four o six stories”

The former Verizon Building at 1085 Av-
cre of the Americes, across from Brynt
Park, is renmvating its traditional brick-and-
mioriarstrciure Loan H[|1ﬂ|.lhl. Encadde. Fag-
ity Ciffice Properties ]JlCI'.I:.'.I'It e |:||.|E||-:|.i|:|ﬁ
last vear, and said the design change will
crente mone spaede and additional o s
s [ Uhee develogueer,

Thesvstenof double-paned plass allows
Flirﬁ'_'I irisulation betwesn the LS :|||l:||:'|g,'
with nn upraded glacdng svsterm. The glas-
Ln}:n:ﬂe-'.'Lh.ﬂ.l.lth;]l'l. away fruam the l-u.ild.ing
i arder o reduee ezt [n colder months,
it can allw i mere heat as well, Rodserd
Winter, executive vice president with Eeg-
ity prodects that the developer and tenarts
will LR B AV o bebwern T8 conils and &
disllara srpiuane oot b BT O LUE1s with the
switeh tis gliss.

Winter moted that the sievws ovetlook-
i Bryant Pack in Mbdvown have made this
it hiibs fior a”-g_l.ur:h |.1u:|-:|.i:uH,.-|. with the all-
plass Bank af Ameriea lower carrently un-
der construction asd 505 Filth Avense re-
cently huflt nearhy. In addition to the parl,
e gaid luigher floo s eontennmnd foor o ecdl-
in,!; views of Contral Park, Lower Malhat-
i, M Jerse itd thie Frvers.

Theswiteh I-:.'-gh.h:: ab 1005 Sinth Avesnne
allows fisr mbisre Sadce Lo bt bonisel. Priumh
Frankink the hailding project manager, aabd
the buflding currently has large eolimns
it the middle of the ik, which arme being
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(Top; Archivect Bruce Fosbe i ihe Kew Yook Tirmes hesdguariers undsr consirecibom oo Eigivih Avanoe o lidiceen
iBaptngrr lefl) & mnderng of B30 Filth Seenue: [botiom, rght] o sendeing of the new Times headgearism

reduced after the glass bs metalled. T sddi-
thion b space anvied from the reduoed col-
s, the EHETEY SvELEME |i|:|i|.|;£; e wvalls
have been remeoved amd are now in the eedl-
g, providing more space,

“There ks a market demanc foe mose nat-
ural light nnd better sdews,” Bruse Fowle af
FX Fowleanchitects aaic. " Beokers say that
CUSEOITHE |.1|.1'I:r.'r ribbon windows.”

Fenwle s working on the new Bew York
Tirnes Hidbding at 40th Street amd Eighth
Aveiiee, wlich also had an all-glass fagade,
The deskgn for the building allows for & ee-
rarmbeved] on th glass, along withashading
dievice bullt into the glass, He said the de-
sign willl take pdvantage of the natural Hght
while allowing for cortred of the shades wwd
cetling lights, The Times Bublding will em-
ploy daylight dimming systems, whicl will
bt et pelisd by the amount aflight allowed
thrsugh the plase, The plhifloseply belind
the design is to provide openness for the
newspaper. which eurrenthy operates in a
darker enciosed buibding

“This will tse a building which will glow
all night long whileitis funetioning,” Fowle
sadel, "I will be w glowing elemwent in the
eityscaps.”

Misatrchnodogies beought i from Europs
e pt o thee trend oo ghees budldings.
Ermtehmnn suid sonme ol e teclmoligios o
Bty vl o the Comtinent wall halp dee-
weehepn erneae el bS] g L (s exiaete

One inmovation e cited allows for one
b by il ol st b e Birenig il Detwesi
the paney ﬂfp.l;lm-. This Spale il mllesw fein
orltebpar sbrtocineulate vt the space nnd be
hieated s d evoled, depending on the senson,
T akie seill thisn be broight it the balld-
it el besiel to greater efficiemry since less
T i o e sipersii oo ok thon e thie adr,
Eratehuman said thie teclinalogy ks commo
it the gluss bulldings of Germany:

*People wint o engage with their enai-
ronmisnt,” Krilchanan sahil. “To have i bue-
rier of masonry and oot being ahle to see
thie sky or trees, it makes people ¢listro-
phicde.” ma
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{Top} The Bark off draeica fower oo Brsan Park:
ity roncsering of 10700 dvenue of tho Aemdrsces
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