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Historic club renovations aim for ‘invisibility’

By Tisi Moan

In the woeld of Mew York
aghletigd, thene are clohs and
Iben there wre <lwbr. The
former ¢an be found In every
neighborhond in the city, They
can be umall and crowded. O4-
e, they're (adividusl fran-
chises in & larper chsin. Hasdly
aved would e@e reler 1o mhes
ik Beamiful and cemmnly Bou
hiwloiic (iheagh e cyuipment
I8 pometimen angienall,

Them there ars the clubi—
the Harmanic, Usian sad
Racgquet and Tennis Chbs af
B world, Thev grasd private
Teciliities come complede with
sguish courtn. apan, laxuroos
becker rooms and Tormal dis-
ing rooms. Many of these
memberi-anly affsire a6
beismed in Landmark buildiags
daring Mrom &8 eban privals
Eluh hosen im ihe ¥ and
1530k, They are plases whirs
maistsiming tradiic is 8 iop
pobegity. Thai said, thi is e
210 century and the needy of
the €lub memberi kave

*I"i an entirely diffeceni
world in terms of e dems-
graphics of (e eloba, fisar
afl,” waid archilsce Sleven
Eratchman, AlA, wheis finm
Btoven Kraichman Archiieci,
P has undertakon mawy
club removaiions recenily.
“Firnn off, many of the pri-
vate chilis la New Yook were
designed 55 men-oaly fazilis
i They need 1o ke updsssd

o equally agcomimodais
WImER.”

Add 1 this the need fof
handivapped acéesaibility, a
chanpe m squash ot @iy
from the Morh Amsvican
ssandand 8o ihe longer mer
natiomal scandard snd  ihe
mnural and i vilahbe seed L
wpdine old badldings and yoe
hawd & isdgie anehileciom
challengs. Acsording i
Ersickman, the Koy is io be
all bas imeaisle

“Many of those slabs.
vuch &8 Eacquel and Teaniy
Clab are landmarked, 10 the
Ecy bn you dop"i wapt io—
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and are nod allowed f0— Resevation of tw Nacoust snd Tennls Club on Park Aversss, § regatered Histono Lndms,

ehanged. [

muke manecessary chenpes,” be said. *You mlzo
don't send 16 want e change (e fogmal apacss,
such as foyers and lounper... Design sucoess i &e-
fimed by presssvition of e onginal archibectees and
imgerporation of wew work thet meets new de-
muamds, wihile seamlessly extending e bmiding 'y ex-
ang inierior ™

What Wil of weork com s e lindeT A Harimiosgs
Club on B &k Sireei—a Lasdmark beildieg con-
imucted i 1R1E— Kesichsnan eoaveried the exian-
kg “men's spa” inbe o spa accessible 1o both mica
snd womes by creslisg co-sd eniry asd receplion
st (of Spa Ebtoik,

A8 Rawgued amd Teunis Club, & Lesdmakol dub

inchuded Tacads sead wirdow work s well 8 nave Mesier Plan for the 80,000 &/ invesier.

baili im 1917 amd locwied en Park Avenms,
Krmchman desngaed & pew Massr Flas (o e e
riaf ol the §0.000 w1 building, converting Ukree
Morih Americas sgoeaih courii, mhich measure
185" & 32 info two Istorsstional squash game
comris, which measure 21° x 32, Second-siocy
wisdows sl frames were also carefully reinsulwed
I kperemie energy ellscicney.

Al Ussodm Cloh, o8 E 6Sh Soreer—buil in 1931
i Becasad within the Upper B Side Hiseew: Das-
ricl— Kfsichman alio converied Nofth Amesican
coerts bs |pternatisasl couna. |a addition, ke de-
signed & new Pre Shop and 8 sew racquct and ibee-
age iyvicem thal uiilised mevisg cabincti similar w
those used For files af many law [irma & redese the

ired nooded to More ofuipment. Kratchmaa suid

“These ane urban clabs and every square mch is

aeesinted for,™ e skl “The e wpace yos uee for
, The more you can we for services thar will
B of beacdit 1o club mesbers.”

Whils updifing facilited i nspodiaal, Kisichmas
paid i in just @ important that s archilect peipect
chub tradilvens and work 80 maintsin the o s
e of ke midiiuiom

“Thoso clubs winne of tho best archiies-
fure in the iy from thai lome period. You Son'l
wasd to iry and werk agaimei ithem.” Kraichman
sibd. =10 1 de my pot right; o one will motice my
lmam was ever theve. The work will blznd right in™
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